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unpredictability and illogicality of
biological mechanism. And also
because molecular biology as well
as genetics gave the
experimentalists new and
powerful tools to solve problems.
For example, one could spend
years making mathematical
models of how to form the stripes
of a segmentation gene in the
embryo of Drosophila, but one
experimental result on the gene
itself could destroy all of them.
“The job of theorists, especially
in biology, is to suggest new
experiments.”
Amongst the theoreticians
there was a subspecies who
interacted with experimentalists
— these theorists tried to make
sure that their ideas were
testable and that someone tested
them. Preeminent amongst these
was Francis Crick who wrote all
the quotes above shown in red
italics (taken from Crick’s
autobiographical book What Mad
Pursuit: A Personal View of
Scientific Discovery; Basic
Books, New York, 1990). 
It is remarkable that almost an
entire species of scientist can
arise and die out in such a short
period, but it has happened
before — fashion influences
young people too much when
they choose their careers so that,
at any time and in any one field,
there are either too many, or too
few scientists. Of course there
are still theoreticians working in
developmental biology, but they
are few in number. So few that I
think we need more, but only if
they learn the lessons
enumerated by Crick —
otherwise they will follow their
predecessors into oblivion.
Indeed just now there seems to
be a new wave of theorists
arriving, and most are recruits
from physics, mathematics and
computing. I hope they won’t
mind me warning them that they
would be wise not to try to
answer the problems of animal
development with their heads
alone. They must use their hands
as well.
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Alongside more traditional
seasonal lights, the Wellcome
Trust in London has sponsored
a roadside installation in trees
opposite its headquarters
building. The feature, by
Deborah Aschheim, has been
instigated by the trust’s curator
of contemporary initiatives,
Denna Jones. Aschheim is
interested in how ideas from
biology, our understanding of
health and disease, have
become cultural mythology for
our rational, secular age.
The installation of lights and
bright red cables represents a
peripheral human nervous or
arterial system, and it is hoped it
will provide a festive and
uplifting show. The local council
are also backing the project.
“We are delighted to be working
with the Wellcome Trust to bring
this stunning piece of public art
to one of London's best
connected roads,” says Peter
Bishop, director of the
environmental department at
the London Borough of
Camden. And many thousands
should see it: both drivers in the
heavy traffic along the road and
the many pedestrian commuters
who pass each day from one of
London’s busiest rail termini
close by.
The Wellcome Trust is
committed to support selected
artworks inspired by, or
reflecting on, current science
and medicine.
Also showing at the Trusts’s
gallery at 210 Euston Road, is
the exhibition Pharmakon, a
one-woman show by Beverly
Fishman, of abstract paintings
inspired by the cultural power
of prescription pills and
medicines.
Net effect: A seasonal installation in trees opposite the headquarters of the
Wellcome Trust in London (right). Photograph: the Wellcome Trust.
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